Discourse: The Journal of the SCASD
Volume 1

Article 2

2014

From the Editor

Follow this and additional works at: https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/discoursejournal
Part of the Communication Commons, Rhetoric Commons, and the Theatre and Performance Studies
Commons

Recommended Citation
(2014) "From the Editor," Discourse: The Journal of the SCASD: Vol. 1 , Article 2.
Available at: https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/discoursejournal/vol1/iss1/2

This From the Editor is brought to you for free and open access by Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access
Institutional Repository and Information Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in Discourse: The Journal of
the SCASD by an authorized editor of Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional Repository and
Information Exchange. For more information, please contact michael.biondo@sdstate.edu.

et al.: From the Editor

Discourse Vol. 1, Fall 2014

8
FROM THE EDITOR
Message from the editor
Karla M. Hunter

“Make no little plans; they have no magic to stir men's blood.
Make big plans, aim high in hope and work,”
-Daniel H. Burnham (1846-1912),
principal architect and urban designer
for the cities of Chicago, Manila, and
downtown Washington, D.C.

This premier volume represents the revitalization of South Dakota’s journal after a
20-plus year hiatus. It also represents the work of dozens of professionals whose
creative and professional research, writing, critique, editing, consulting and/or
mentorship efforts combine into something greater than any of us could have
created alone. Why did we go to all this trouble?
Pragmatism. Heightened pressure for publication and for graduate and
undergraduate research makes state journals an increasingly attractive outlet for
dissemination of high quality, competitive scholarship; yet only 12 states currently
have active communication journals. By creating another academic outlet and
ensuring that NCA’s ethical standards as well as systematic methods of blind peer
review are upheld, we aspire to add both magnitude and value to the body of work
published in our discipline, as a whole.
Service. “Of those to whom much is given, much is expected.” Our state has a strong
heritage of scholarship that has led many to promising and fulfilling careers. Prolific
communication researchers like James C. McCroskey and Michael Pfau had strong
South Dakota ties in their early scholarly careers. In fact, McCroskey’s (1958) first
publication appeared in South Dakota’s original journal, and many of Pfau’s
advisees—both undergraduate and graduate—published their first works under his
mentorship. We are indebted to carry forward the time, talent and tools they gave to
us and to the field of communication.
Impact. Beyond serving as an additional outlet for industrious scholars as well as an
advancement of a powerful legacy of scholarship in our state, it is our hope that the
work in this journal makes a difference. The journal, representative of the
organization that created it, can help bridge gaps that may exist between scholars
and educators in PreK-12 and higher education settings, between speech and
theatre disciplines, and among various theoretical and methodological perspectives.
Discourse strives to connect meaningful content with scholars and teachers of
speech, communication, and performance in a way that will serve each of us
directly, but might also reveal greater symbiosis among us, enhancing our service to
one another and empowering us to strengthen our positive impacts for our
students, our institutions, our communities and beyond.
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